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SIR,-The diploma of Fellow is not a mere licence to prac-
tise. It is regarded as the most important surgical distinc-
tion in this country, and as such is sought after by men who
are willing to go through a considerable amount of extra
study to procure the professional position which the posses-
sion of the Fellowship brings. On this account it is the duty
of the examiners for the Fellowship to make sure that no can-
didate is allowed to pass unless he has a thorough knowledge
of the subjects prescribed. The fact that two distinguished
undergraduates of the London University failed to pass does
not condemn the First Fellowship examination. It only
proves that a high standard is aimed at. My own personal
experience of the examinations of the Royal College of Sur-
geons has been of the most favourable character. Before be-
coming acquainted with its examinations I had graduated in
Arts and MKedicine in one of our universities, and had thus
had a good (leal of experience of examinations and examiners.
I have since passed the several examinations for the MKember-
ship and Fellowship, and I think most highly of the system
pursued and of the gentlemen who conduct the examinations.
A candidate who knows his work meets withl the greatest
courtesy and consideration from the examiners, and, at the
same time cannot help feeling that he is passing through an
ordeal which thorouglhly tests his capacity and knowledge.
Some very good pupils of my own have failed at examinations
of the College, but experience has taught me that the defi-
ciency was always in the candidate, never in the examination.
If the standard of the Royal College of Surgeons of England
were maintained by some other licensinig bodies the state of
medical education would be better than it is.

It is disappointing to have one's pupils fail, but I think
that, on calm reflection, "A Teacher of Phlysiology " will agree
with nie that the 1Fellowslhip of the Royal College of Surgeons
should be held out as a reward for men who devote themselves
specially to the study of surgery and its allies-anatomy and
,physiology-and that it is better that able and hard-working
students shouild occasionallv be uinsuccessful than that the
preseiat standlard sliould be unduly lowered.-I am, etc.,

A TE.CHER OF ANATOMY.

THE CO.MING ELECTION OF DIRECT REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THIE GENEIRAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

SIR,-AS the time for the issue of the voting papers is now
rapidly approaching, we ask you to allow us to thank those
who hiave been active in promoting our candidature, and the
many friends in all parts of the cotuntry who have so cordially
promised to support us by their votes.

It is particularly gratifying to us to learn that on all hands
our action during the past five years lhas given satisfaction to
those who did us the honour to elect us as their direct repre-
sentatives, and we take the opportunity now afforded us thus
publicly to acknovledge our gratitude, and to assure our con-
!stituents that at all times, should they renew their confidence
by re-electingr us, we shall consider it our duty to watch over
their interests with constant care and attention. As men
who lhave spent long, years in the practice of the profession,
and wlhose duties have brouglht us into intimate connection
with every J)ranch of it, we feel that the reequi rements of all
sections of our fellow-practitioners are thoroughly known to
us, and that we are in a position adequately to represent
them. We lhave but one request to make: That every mem-
ber of the profession will record his vote, and thereby show
the interest lie feels and takes in the great priniciple of direct
representation. Whether those votes are cast in our favour or
against us we shall at all times remaini your obedient
,servants, C. G. WHEELHOUSE.

B. W. FOSTER.
J. G. GLOVER.

SIR.-The following questions, signed by nine medical
practitioners in this distiict, have been sent to Sir Walter
Foster, Mr. Wheelhouse, and Dr. Glover, with a letter
askingthat the replies might beyes or no. Sir Walter Foster on
behalf of his colleagues sends the annexed answers.-I am, etc.,

Mossley, Manchester. J. LAWTON ANDREW, M.D.

QUESTIONS. REPLIES.
1. Will you oppose anyBill having 1. We will oppose any Bill which

for its object the legalisation of vill place midwives on the same
practice by midwives or placing level witlh medical practitioners.
such personis on the Register?

2. Will you urge that tile pre- 2. Yes.
liminiairy examinatioiis to medi-
cal sttudy be equalised up to the
higlhest poinit ?

:3. Will you urge the Council to in- 3. WNe lhave actively supported the
crease the qualifying age to 24 years ? extension of the curriculum to five

years, anid there)by practically ad-
vanced the age for qualification to 22
years. We think any further ad-
vance demands veiry careful coni-
sideration, which we unidertake to
give.

CUMULATIVE VOTING.
SIR,-As each practitioner in England is by law given three

votes, and permitted to dispose of them as he thinks best, I
have tried to find out if I am within my rights in giving my
three votes to one candidate. Neither the Medical Act of
1886, nor the regulations issued to guide the plan of voting
prohibits it. I do not wish readers to confouild curnulative
voting with that of " plumping," tllat is, voting for only one
of the three candidates. The great use of the cumulative
vote is that a minority of persons who wish to be represented
on a Council can do so by giving all their votes to one man.
In this respect it is fair and just. I have written the follow-
ing letter to the Privy Council and have received the follow-
ing reply:-

"THE RIGHT HoN. VISCOUNT CRANBROOK, LORD PRESIDENT
OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL.

"My LORD,-I am imuch obliged for the reply from tlle Counicil Offlice,
of November th, to my question: Can I give my three votes to one can-
didate for election to the Gener-al MIedical (ouncil, and in whliCh your
lordship states this question 'is a legal one.'
"I would point out that Section 8 of the Medical Act of 188i, Sub-

section 4, provides that the Privy Council shall draw up regulations re-
lating to the manner in which such election shall be conducted. Sucl
regulations were drawn up on August 27tlh, 18846.
" By Rule 10 of these regulatioins a voter slhall sign his iniitials against

the name or names of the person or perlsons for wlhomii lie inteinds to
vote, not exceeding the number to be elected. Thtat is, that the voter
has a number of votes equal to tlle nuiimber of candidates to be elected.
In electing nmembers of local boards, school boards, and otlher boards,
the person voting is entitled to give as many votes as there atrc vacancies
to be filled up-may cumulate his votes upon one caindidate, or divide
tlhem as lie thinks fit, so long as he does nlot vote for more candidates
than there are vacancies. I finid notlhing in Rule 10 to forbid the voter
from giving hiis tlhree votes to oine candidate.
" I would point out that the Privy Council whlo framiied these regula-

tions must know wlhether it was intended that voters should have the
power of cumulative voting.
" I would further point out that if I give my tliree votes to one caldi-

date I may, or may niot, according to the ruling of your lordsliips, be
rendering my vote invalid. Also that if your lordships wvill niot give an
answer, the very tedious and expensive process of arguiing out tlle ques-
tion in the Queen's Bench would require to be followed.
"I tlherefore humbly trust the Privy Council wvill at the earliest date

give me an answer to the question, and especially as tlle legal opinioni of
anyone outside of the Privy Council miglht not carry aniy weight with
your lordsliips. Do 1 possess the power atild riglht to give iiy tlhree votes
to one candidm.te ii the election of direct representatives for England
o01 tlle General Medical Council?

"And oblige, yours obediently,
"ROBERT REID RENT'OUL,

"Reg. Med. Practitioner."
PeIply.

"67,898 " Privy Council Office, Nov. 12th, 18c91.
"SIR, -I am directed by the Lord President of the Council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letter of the lotlh instant, with reference to vot-
ing at the election for direct representatives on the General MIedical
Council. I amii instructed by hiis lordship to state, in reply, that aly
answer of the Piivy Counicil to the (luestion you ask wouild have no legail
validity. I am further to state that it was not intended to give a cumlIula-
tive vote, but it is impossible to say what view might be taken in a court
of law asto the meaning of the words of r-egulation.

"I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
"C. L. PEEL."

It therefore stands that any decision on this question can
come only from a legal tribunal. Perhaps the Privy Council
liave never before considered the question. The way, there-
fore, to test it is for a voter to tender a voting paper cumulat-
ing his three votes on one candidate. Then this might be
refused by the presiding officer when the votes are being
counted, and proceedings taken in the Court of Queen's
Bench in a friendly way, so as to obtain a decision on the
question. Or a writ of mandamus might be served by the
voter, in the Queen's Bench, so as to compel the reception
and recording of the vote; or, again, an action for damages
might be brought. The expenses attending this trial might
vary from £50 upwards.


